The tfittory of King Lear. 

Fnw.Faireft fordelia , that art moft rich being poore, 

Moft choife forfaken,and moft loued defpis’d, 

Thee and thy vcrcues heere I feize vpon. 

Be it lawfull I take vp what’s caft away. 

Gods, Gods ! tis ftrange, that from their eold’ft neeletft. 

My loue fhould kindle to enflam’d refpeft. 

Thy dowrelefie daughter King,throwne to thy chance 
Is Queene ofvs,ofours, and our faire France : 

Not all the Dukes in watrifh Burgundy , 

Shall buy this vnpriz’d precious maid of me. 

Bid them farwell Cordelia, though vnkindc 
Thou lofeft heere, a better where to finde. 

Z.e/tr.ThouhaftherFr4we,lethcrbc thine. 

For we haue no fuch daughter, nor ftiall cuer fee 

That face of hers againe,thocefore be gone, (f^dy, 

Without our grace,our loue,our benizon : come noble Z«r- 

Exit hear and Burgundy . 

Tran. Bid farwell toyour fitters. 

Cord.lhe Iewels of our Father, 

With wafht eyes Cordelia leaues you.Iknow you what you arc, 
And like a fitter am moft loth to call your f aults 
As they are named,vfe well our Father, 

To your profefied bofomes I commit him. 

But yet ala(Te,ftood I within his grace, 

I would preferre him to a better place ; 

So farwell to you both. 

Conorill. Prefcribe not vs our duties. 

Began. Let your ftudy be to content your Lord, 

Who hath recciu’d you at Fortunes almes, 

You haue obedience fcanted. 

And well are worth the worth that you haue wanted. 

CW.Time fhall vnfold what pleated cunning hides. 

Who couers faults, at laft fhame them derides : 

Well may you profper. 

Fran. Come faire firdelia. Exit France and Cord . 

Ctf».Sifter,it is not a little I haue to fay, ^ 

Of what moft ncerely appcrcaincs to y s botbj 
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cl You fee how full of changes his age is the obferuation 
W e haue nude of it hath not bcefe little ; he alwaies loued our 
fitter moft, and with what poore Judgement hee hath now caft 

h e r^oft>peares of his agc>yec h e hath euer but lien- 

de, fch"d founded of his time hath binbut raih, 
then muft we lookc to receiuefro his age,not alone the lmper- 
feaion of long ingrafted condition, but therwithal vnruly wai- 
wardnes,that infirme and cholericke yeares bring with them. 

iJ^.Such vneonftant ftars are we like to haue from him, as 
this of Kents banifhment. 

t7o«<?.Therc is further complement of leaue taking between 
Fiance and him, pray lets hit together,if our Father cary autho- 
rity with fuch difpofitions as he beares, this laft furrender o 
his will but offend vs. ^ 

Began. Vie (hall further thinke on’t. 

Gob. We muft do fomething,and it’h heate. Exeunt . 

Enter Baftard folui. 

Baft . Thou Nature art my Goddelfe, to thy law my feruices 
are bound, wherefore fhould I ftand in the plague of cuftome, 
and permit the curiofity of Nations to depriueme.for that I am 
fome i a. or i 4 .moone-fhineslagofabrother.* whybaftard ? 
wherefore bafe,when my dementions are as well compaft, my 
minde as generous, & my fliape as true as hotieft madams iffiie, 
why brand they vs with bafe, bafe baftardy ? who in ihc lufty 
ftealth of nature, take more compofition and fierce quality, then 
doth widiin a ftale dull lied bed, goe to the creating of a whole 
tribe of fops got tweene fteepe and wake ; well the legitimate 
Edgar, \ muft haue your land, our Fathers loue is to the baftard 
Edmund,** to the legitimate : Well my legitimate, if this letter 
fpeed,and my inuention thr'iue, Edmund the bafe ftiall tooth’le- 
gitimate : I grow, I profper, now Gods ftand vp for Baftards. 

Enter Glocefter. 

Clo ft. Kent banifht thus, and France in chollcr parted, and 
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